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The Question of Justice and Gender in Islam: Case Study of All
India Shia Personal Law Board (AISPLB)
Tabzeer Yasin Baghdadi® ICSSR Doctoral Fellow, Department of Political
Science, University of Kashmir

The establishment of ajust, fair and ethical society is one of the foremost
tenants of Islam. Therefore it would not be an exaggeration to say that the
question of gender justice can also be inferred through numerous verses of the
Qur’an which establishes the framework of Qur’anic Weltanschauung.
However, a divergence can be witnessed in the manner in which ‘gender
justice’ has been interpreted by All India Shia Personal Law Board (AISPLB)
and All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB, dominated by Sunnis),
particularly in case of persona laws pertaining to divorce. While AIMPLB
has out rightly rejected the question of re-considering the existing personal
laws, AISPLB has published a ‘model nikahnama’ (sample marriage contract)
that denounces triple talag in one sitting. Since AISPLB is only a decade old
organization, its role with regard to the establishment of a gender just society
has not been studied till date. The main argument of this paper is whether
‘shia interpretation’ is more liberal or progressive than ‘sunni interpretation’
on the question of Muslim women’s rights? The question of ‘justice’ and
‘ethics’ in this progressive interpretation of Islam will also be looked into. The
paper will aso anayze the role of AISPLB in bringing change to the Shia
community keeping the principles of justice and ethics in Islam viz-aviz
Muslim women. The methodology adopted would be textual and comparative.
The paper will conclude by drawing concrete inferences from the comparative
analysis of both boards regarding the gender justice and progressive
interpretation of text regarding personal laws.

Keywords: Gender justice, ethics, personal law, Islamic law
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Interaction between Muslim and Non-M uslim States Given the
Theological Idea of Dar al-Islam and Dar al- Harb
Ali Pezeshki, PhD** Assistant Professor at Islamic Azad University of Zanjan
and Vice President of Zanjan Bar Association.

Given the obvious need for interaction between Muslim and non-Muslim
states, the important question arising here is the extent to which this
interaction is consistent with an Islamic theological idea under which the
world is divided into two territories, one where Islam rules, Dar al-Islami.e.
the House of I1slam, and one where Islam does not rule, Dar al- Harb i.e. the
House of War. What makes this question more sensitive is that, regarding to
the idea in question; some Muslim scholars believe that all Muslims should
form a single state, whose purpose is to conquer non-Muslim nations, to
subordinate them to Islam and Shari’a. This article is meant to answer this
controversial question.

Keywords: Duaism, Dar ad-Islam, Dar al-Harb, Shari’a, Muslim state
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Analysis of Justice through Maqgasid Theory
Zahoor Ahmad Wani“? PhD student at the Department of Islamic Studies,
Jamia Hamdard

The notion of Justice (al-/Adl) is one of the basic objectives (magasid) of
Islam and an inherent right of all human beings under the Shartah to
establish a just society. It exists in Islamic resources from all perspectives
even in Shia theology of Islam it has been given a separate place under
the basic tenets and principles of Islam (usdl al-din). There are various
Qur’anic verses and ahadith explaining this very essential principle of Islam
and it has been asserted that one of the basic purposes of the Divine
revelation is to achieve Justice and welfare of mankind and other creatures. It
is also certain that this very essence of SharTah-which is justice and welfare
of earthly beings-cannot be achieved without a sincere attempt to follow the
Shartah in accordance with the Divine will and wisdom. This is the reason

why Maqasid al-Shartah (higher objectives of SharTah) and the notion
of justice have been elaborated side by side by innumerable scholars
since just after the time of the Prophet. Magasid al-SharTah aims to promote
the Shartah in accordance with the Divine will of Allah and develop a
strong sense of justice and society among all human beings. In the
proposed paper an attempt will be made to study the notion of justice in the
light of Holy Quran and the Prophetic traditions and illustrate its relationship
with the Maqgasid theory. It will also focus on analyzing the contemporary
literalist groups who insist on reference to the Texts but oppose
interpretations based on the objectives (magsid). In this analysis, the paper
will highlight how these contemporary literalist approaches lack the very
spirit and essence of Shartah in their elicitations and references and will

emphasis on the need to interpret the Shartah in the light of Magasid

in order to establish an intrinsic sense of justice and equality in the society.
Focusing on textual and material resources, this study will apply the
exploratory and descriptive design using the content analysis method.

Keywords: Justice, SharTah, Magasid al-SharTah, Magasid Theory
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Islamic Justice from the lens of Mohammad Reza Hakimi
MD Abdul Gaffar, PhD* Research Fellow at Indian Council of World Affairs

Scripturalist Islam depicts Islamic teachings as something completely
different from science, philosophy and mysticism. It separates pure divine
understanding from worldly knowledge. The Mashhad seminary has been one
such Islamic center which has its focus on non-feghist and scripturalist
readings of Islam. Mohammad Reza Hakimi names the Mashhad school of
religious thought as the “separation” school. This school believes in revival of
the forgotten sections of religion, propagate Qur’anic truth, execute Islamic
ordinances and promote social justice. This brand of scripturalism in the Shi’i
world has been under the influence of egalitarian perspectives of the political
left and has put its endeavours to show that social justice is the leading
priority of Islam. For justice-oriented Islamist view, theological philosophy
and political philosophy are related in which they claim that “any ideology
that lacks political philosophy is not ideology”. By equating religion and
ideology, Hakimi extends this belief to religion. Justice-oriented
scripturalist/separationist Islam needs this philosophy to address poverty and
social justice. Even Islamic government is pursued to implement this goal.
Justice-oriented Islam is fed by Shi’i justice discourse based on the teachings
of Imam Alli in Nahj al-Balagheh which advertises for distributive justice and
its main agenda in fighting against poverty. Shi’i justice-oriented Islamists
mostly believed that mere distribution of wealth and income will root out
poverty. They never talk about equal opportunity for everyone in front of the
law. As far as this distribution could not be based on existing laws, and
democracy and freedom would be harmful to the cause, absolute power
should be granted to a just ruler whose agenda is only promoting social
justice. Even in Al-Hayat’s section on economy, social justice is the most
discussed topic in detail. Thus, scripturalist Islam has been successful in
capturing the emotional nature of the return of the Islamic values and justice.
Within this context, the paper would highlight how Hakimi relate justice to
Shi’i Islam, Iranian history, Iranian culture, international conflicts and the
political developments of Iranian society.

Keywords: Islamic Justice, Mohammad Reza Hakimi, scripturalist Islam,
separation school
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Reflections and | mpressions of the Conception of Justice:
‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib’s Letter to Malik Al-Ashtar
Muhammad Yaseen Gada® PhD student and Senior Research Fellow in
Crusade Studies at Aligarh Muslim University

Islam teaches us to be just with al people. Whether with friends or
foes; and at al times, in peace or in war. It teaches its followers to conduct
themselves with unconditional justice and morality free from individual
whims, socia and cultura circumstances, or temporal relativism. This paper
attempts to reflect upon the theme of Justice in the worldview of ‘Ali Ibn Abi
Talib in general, and in relation to the Letter written by ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib to
Malik Al-Ashtar, governor of Egypt, in particular. The Letter is of
paramount importance for a number of reasons. It not only reflects the
directions/rules for ruler/administration towards its people, but more than that,
it presents a strong relationship between the concept of justice and the
spiritual values of the Islamic faith. The spirit underlying mora rules and
ethica injunctions is strengthened by a commitment to transcendent
principles that surpass the realm of action within which those rules and
precepts operate. The Letter, found as the 52 number in the Nahj al-balagha,
has remained a source of inspiration for centuries, taken as an ided
congtitution, with the Medinan Constitution of the Prophet Muhammad, for
the Islamic governance. All in al, the Letter is a stirring expression of
spiritual ethos rooted in the Islamic sources that directly discloses the
roots of virtue and ethics in a climate governed by the al-embracing
principle of revelation.

Keywords: Justice, Ali ibn Abi Talib, Malik a-Ashtar, Nahj al-balagha
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Held Up for All theWorld to See:
Our Costly Need to Put Trauma on Display
Andrew Buckwalter Fairfield® Director of Church School and Youth
Programming at First Presbyterian Church, NYC

Putting traumatic events and the victims of trauma on display often results
in further damage both to the individuals involved and their social context.
Despite this, revealing information remains a necessary step in the healing
process. This double-edged nature implies that displays intended to harm and
terrorize hold the potential to be re-purposed to promote solidarity and
healing, as in the case of the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. The United
States Institute for Peace Special Report “Training to Help Traumatized
Populations” states that “the healing of traumatized individuals cannot take
place within a social vacuum, and it is often part of an ongoing social
process.” Any social process will require interpersonal communication. Even
in cases where the cause of the trauma is well known to all involved, the
individuals involved will be asked, implicitly or explicitly, to disclose
something of their personal reactions. In this paper we explore how
meaningful healing, insofar as it requires social connection, by the same token
requires some level of exposure of the victim. Unfortunately, putting victims
on display has often been used to harm rather than heal, becoming the source
of trauma, not just a testimony to it. From the most severe (e.g., public
executions) to the relatively trivial (e.g., posting embarrassing photos online),
displays are often employed to intentionally delegitimize and dehumanize
their subject. Such violations make clear just how malignant display can be,
and how well-founded is the reluctance on the part of many victims to engage
in further self-disclosure. In this paper we will examine the double-edged
nature of display, especially as regards the exposure of past trauma.
Throughout we will seek answers to some disturbing questions: Can even the
most malicious uses of display be repurposed to inspire empathy, or are there
limits to this transformative process? What responsibility does this place on
we who are witnesses? And most disturbingly: Does this place a
responsibility, an additional burden, on the shoulders of victims to disclose
their hurt in order to catalyze healing? We will then look at those factors that
mitigate or transform potentially harmful displays, redeeming them for
healing purposes. The paper will end with theological and practical
approaches to promote that transformation.

Keywords: trauma, healing, display, social connection
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dynamics of centuries old Jirga system’s acceptance in twenty first century,
because majority of population in FATA consider this set-up, the only way to
preserve cultural values, which provide quick and affordable justice.
Concluding, the focus of my study is to evaluate the composition, prerogative

and performance of Jirga system in FATA, especialy when it comes to
dispense justice for inhabitants of this area.

Keywords: Pakistan, FATA, Jirga, Isam, Ahl al-Bayt, Al-Qaeda, Taliban.
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Jirga System: Forum to Dispense Justice-Traditional VslIslamic
(A Case-Study of FATA-Pakistan)
Shehzadi Zamurrad Awan, PhD*® Assistant Professor of Political Science at
Forman Christian College, Pakistan

Jirga is a unique system, practiced in the northern tribal areas of Pakistan,
known as Federally Administrated Tribal Area (FATA), bordering
Afghanistan. Jirga comprises of elders from various local tribes, coordinated
by leading personalities known as Maliks. This particular judicial system
operates where the federal government has a limited control, although, its
representatives known as ‘Political Agents’ provide a link between the two.
FATA area of Pakistan occupies 32000 square Kilometers of land and is
residence of approximately 4.453 million people, divided into seven
administrative tribal agencies (Bajaur, Mohmand, Khyber, Orakzai, Kurram,
North and South Wazristan). In this area, majority of Sunni Muslims resides,
whereas Shia tribes like Turi, Ali Khel and Bangesh in Kurram and Orakzai
agency are also present in a sizable minority, adhering the practices of Ahl al-
Bayt and rejecting the extremist interpretation of Islam, like that of Al-
Qaeda/Taliban. There are instances where the Talibanization faced serious
resistance from the Shia tribes, particularly in Orakzai Agency. Despite of a
number of reforms by various governments, the area is still deprived of proper
judicial system. It has further aggravated social backwardness, economic
under-development and political deprivation. As per the understanding of
modern justice system, there have been instances, where the decisions of Jirga
under tribal culture overlooked the rights provided by Islamic jurisprudence
and violated human and women rights. Consequently, it raised various
questions on the legitimacy of this traditional judicial set-up. Today, many
people from FATA are employed either in settled urban areas of other
provinces or in foreign countries, which has provided them exposure to the
new value system, nevertheless despite of this experience, they are still
practicing centuries old cultural norms mixed with religious tenants, devoid of
any sign of development and change. Recognizing the fact that the Jirga
system in FATA is not a new phenomenon as it is operational since 1901; the
major change in this system was observed after the arrival of Taliban
ideology, in this area. After that, the power concentrates with those who
exhibit extreme views, thus mixing culture with religion in a way that they
become inseparable.

This study aims to understand the common acceptability of Jirga System
among the residents of FATA in civil and criminal disputes and the
differences between the Shia and Sunni tribes over acceptance and resistance
towards bigotry and religious extremism. In a situation, where neither the
constitution nor the laws of Pakistan acknowledges any legal status of the
Jirga system, what significance and legal position this set-up posses?
Moreover, in this scenario, through this study, | would like to understand the
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Islam and Civilizational Interaction: Under standing the Prophetic
Paradigm of Dialogue

Bilal A. Malik® Ph.D scholar in Islamic Studies at Centre of Central Asian

Studies (CCAS), University of Kashmir, India

The concept of “civilizational interaction” is central to philosophy of
understanding human relationships. The exchange of knowledge, art, and
science between people of diverse religious and cultural backgrounds has been
only possible through the process of dynamic interactions. However,
sometimes, when civilizations interact, they collide and leave a legacy of
resentment that in turn becomes base for parochial and self-serving myths,
feeding further conflict narratives. At the threshold of 21% century, world is
witnessing that same “myths” are being manipulated in national and
international politics. Consequently, nations seem moving towards the policy
of establishing “walls”, dividing people into “we” and “them”. It led some
people to describe the relations among diverse socia groups on the basis of
“clash”. “Clash” theorists have suggested that differences in ideologies,
structures, values, and most important of al, religion, necessarily give rise to
conflict situations. Despite the fact that all religions have been criticized for
creating confrontations, 1slam alone has become a target point for most of the
“clash” theorists. Islam is accused for being an “intolerant” and “exclusivist”
religion and claims are made that Islamic civilization and the “rest” will
inevitably clash. Quite strangely, after manipulated the things “out of
context”, it is allegedly concluded that Islam advocates philosophy of
“perpetual war” with the “other”. However, there are obviously certain
miscreant so called “Islamic groups” who elude the essence of their religion
and aggravate the “differences” by misconstruing their meaning and
application. Therefore, 1lam a many occurrences seems to be simply
“hijacked” and disconnected from its essential qualities such as love of God,
love of His creation, and love of whole humankind. In this backdrop, the
present paper is an attempt to examine the meaning of the phrase
“civilizational interaction” and the nature of relationship between “Prophetic
paradigm of dialogue” and “clash of civilizations”. Emphasizing on the
formative period of Islamic civilization, the paper will identify the correlation
between Ilamic civilization and philosophy of coexistence in the light of its
“theological” and “ideological” underpinnings.

Keywords: Idam, civilization interaction, clash theorists, prophetic
paradigm
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Cultural Justice and Cultural Communities, with Regard to
Islamic Civilization

Saeed Salari®*® PhD student of History of Civilization of Islamic Nations at
University of Tehran

Background: Cultural justice in action is to provide equal cultural
conditions for flourishing various talents that exist in the society. Some of
these measures are being away from culture-affiliated centralization in the
metropolis and equitable distribution of credits of this part from the
government ingtitutions. Thus, a branch of cultural justice can be devoted to
the subject of justice between cultures in the community. Purpose: This study
intends to explore issues of justice and culture, and to investigate the subject
and conditions of that in the society. Also, according to the fact that the
Islamic civilization society have been to a significant extent in co-existence
with different cultures, the examples of this work is from the heart of this
community. Approach: This work first pays attention to the conceptua
analysis and finding relationship between these two phenomena based upon
an abstract look, and then with pulling out samples from this conceptual
relation, tries to make a concrete conclusion. Outcomes: In discussing about
cultural justice, some aspects should be noted that there are a possibility of
establishing justice in them. In other words, some cultural differences are
products of differences in talents, manners and motivations, etc. And lack of
visibility of conditions cannot be attributed to the lack of justice. In this paper,
the analytical results of thisissue will be studied.

Keywords: Cultura Justice, Cultura Communities, Islamic Civilization,
various talents, centralization
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Razavi paradigm regar ding coexistence
Zainab Karbalaei, PhD® Scholar at Fatimat al-Zahra Ingtitute of Higher
Education
Robabeh Jafari Student of Islamic Ethics and Education at Fatimat al-Zahra
Institute of Higher Education
Monireh Etesami Student of Islamic Ethics and Education at Fatimat al-Zahra
Institute of Higher Education
Asefeh Kargari Student of Islamic Ethics and Education at Fatimat al-Zahra
Ingtitute of Higher Education

Mankind were but a single community then they differed. (Y unus/19) This
is a picture of human community and behind this there is a compulsory life.
Although people were created in equal appearance and al of them have flesh
and skin as well as blood, apart from these, there is difference in their beliefs,
and consequently in their lifestyle. How should we tolerate such differences
with less quarrel? Can we find a paradigm for coexistence in Imam Reza’s
lifestyle? What are the main criteria in Razavi paradigm? This attitude is
observed in Imam Reza’s life especially when he lived in Marv beside people
who had various religions and sects. Imam Reza’s words and acts as well as
his moments of silence give us a paradigm for coexistence. Mamon as the
Caliph was a sever hostile to Imam (as.) whereas Imam had adopted a
peaceful attitude in his coexistence with him. There are some principles in
Imam’s life which can function as a model of coexistence for the adherents of
different religions. These principles include: avoiding war, dialogue on the
basis of debate and no conflict (debate with its conditions), being careful
about economic justice and wisdom, knowledge, and forgiveness.

This essay tries to explain these principles paying attention to Imam
Reza’s Hadith as well as the Quranic verses.

Keywords: Imam Reza (a.s), coexistence, Razavi paradigm, inter-faith
dialogue
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A Critical Study on Justice asa Prima Facie Duty
Roghieh Tamimi, PhD* Deputy of Research Affairs at Tarbiat Modares
University

There are several meanings and definitions of Justice in Dictionaries;
accordingly, it is used in different areas. But philosophers have tried to get
beyond etymology and dictionary definitions. Although it is said that they
consider the justness as both a moral virtue and a desirable quality of political
society, it seems most of them apply it more as a political and social concept
than an individual moral concept and an ethical principal which should govern
man’s character and behavior. Plato maintains that justice is a virtue in a sense
that each organ performs its appropriate function. For Aristotle, justice
consists of what is lawful and fair. According to Philosophers like Hobbes,
Hume, Mill, and Rawls, justice is a necessity of civil society, as it has
important advantages for the society. They focus more on Distributive justice
and Commutative justice. But it seems that this approach to justice is
inadequate, because according to this view, the position of justice in morality
in general, and in individual ethics in particular, has been ignored. Therefore,
in this paper, | want to explain Ross’s view on justice, as this theory discusses
justice as a human’s moral character; a prima facie duty and an intrinsically
good thing. Ross’s theory of justice can provide the theories of Distributive
justice and Commutative justice a firm base and a fundamental. It could thus
answer the main questions proposed in this realm. In this case, justice may be
regarded as the most fundamental of all virtues for organizing interpersonal
relations and establishing and maintaining a stable political society.

Key words: Justice, W. D. Ross, Prima Facie Duty, Intrinsically Good,
Distributive Justice and Commutative Justice
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From Local Identity Toward Global Identity:
Ethical References of Inter-religious Dialogue
loan Dura, PhD* Associate Professor at Ovidius University

In the 21% century, in the daily vocabulary at ingtitutional, cultural,
sociologica and theological level, some key terms entered in use
globalization, multiculturalism, pluralism, interculturalism, etc. All these
terms intend, by their signification in the present given context, to center the
focus of today's man on a new reality, which is obviousin its social, cultural
and religious dimension, more specifically a new 'globa’ way of placing the
man in relation with the other people. There have been many discussions
about interculturalism and multiculturalism as a manifesto aspect of the
present and now there is a more acute conscience of the need of value change,
the latter one being a form of interrelation which keeps (basically) the specific
identity in opening towards different spiritual/cultural horizons. This research
proposes to offer strategies of promoting the cultural-religious values, but in a
way and manner according to the current global context: the dialogue. In this
dialogue, we find our different religious identities in the dynamic of socid life
and we are call to articulate a new ethical way to find ourselves in this
horizon.

Keywords: Inter-religious dialogue, local identity, global identity,
interculturalism, multiculturalism
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Lifestyle from Imam al-Ridha’s perspective
Masoomeh Fathi,®2 Deputy of Educational and Cultural Affairs at Pardis
Nasibe of Farhangian University

Nowadays lifestyle is among the important issues of the society. One’s
lifestyle has recently come to have a great meaning, especially in the
developed countries. The term lifestyle can denote the interests, opinions,
behaviors, and behavioral orientations of an individual, group, or culture. It
typically reflects an individual’s attitudes, way of life, values, or world view.
Based on religious teachings, lifestyle has a great impact on the formation of
the desirable identity of sections of the society. Islam, as a revealed religion,
not only is associated with the mental aspect of human existence, but also
impacts every activity in life, from eating and sleeping to working and
playing. It can, therefore, be considered as a way of life or lifestyle. As a
result, Muslims seeking to live in accordance with Islamic teachings may have
a relatively good lifestyle. Islam, associated with the relief from mental stress,
can also provide Muslims with a guideline to live a happier life. Sayings and
conducts of infallible Shia Imams form one of the crucial Islamic sources that
can have an important role in Islamic lifestyle. One of these leading Imams is
Imam al-Ridha, who has occupied an important position in Muslim culture
and history. This paper studies his perspective on lifestyle. In doing so, it will
refer to his sayings and conducts. According to Imam al-Ridha’s instructions,
a desirable lifestyle necessitates the followers of Islam to take Ahl ul-
Bayt(a.s.) as their models, to consider the religious needs of each other and
have a simple life, to tolerate each other and do good to the family, to respect
their parents and know each other’s rights and observe them

Keywords: Infallible Imams, Imam al-Ridha, Islam, lifestyle
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The Principle of Autonomy as Related to End of life Decision From
I slamic Per spective
Tuba Erkog Baydar®! PhD Student of Islamic Law at Marmara University

Because of religious, moral, political, social, economic and legal values
attributed to death, the issues related to end of life should be discussed with an
interdisciplinary and international perspective. Considering that legislative
regulations pertaining to these issues will affect, and in turn be affected by,
the society, rather than individuas, it seems necessary to study these issues
within the ontological, epistemological and theologica frameworks. Recent
rapid advances in the medical world have led to prolongation of the dying
process and brought the issues of euthanasia, physician-assisted suicide or
assisted dying and autonomy to the attention of world and thereby Muslim
countries. Since death is one of the leading phenomena which provide a
powerful religious cognition, it is not surprising that Islam and Muslims have
a meticulous approach to issues related to death. Starting from this point of
view, the main topic of this paper is to investigate |slam's response to issues
related to any interference with the end of life by a specia focus on the case of
euthanasia.

Keywords: Death, principle of autonomy, euthanasia, legidative
regulations
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Therole of equality and human rightsin the conver gence of
I slamic and Western concepts of justice
Maciej Troé¢! PhD candidate in the Faculty of Law at the University of Warsaw
Warsaw

This paper examines the relationship between Islamic and Western
concepts of justice. The author underlines that the main obstacle in the
convergence of justice between those two legal systems lies in the different
roles assigned to both equality and human rights. As Lawrence Rosen
correctly observes, the emphasis on justice in Islam is not on equality but on
equivalence. It means that various social groups are to be treated in
accordance with their nature rather than identically. This approach seemsto be
opposite to what is generaly accepted in the Western theories of justice in
which equality is usualy a cornerstone of justice. Especially John Rawls
shows that no rational human being would be willing to accept inequality
from an impartial position. The author claims that thisis directly incompatible
with equivalent treatment of different social groups in Islam. The author
further explores the role of human rights in both Islamic and Western
concepts of justice. The differences in this respect are best illustrated by the
fact that the Universa Declaration of Human Rights widely accepted in
western society is not acceptable to the countries governed by Sharialaw. The
biggest disparities arise from the different hierarchy between religion and
human rights. The author concludes that the differences can be resolved to
some extent by leaving the matters of equality and human rights incompatible
with major religions outside of the scope of international regulations.

Keywords: human rights, equality, justice, Sharialaw
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Unseen Blessings of Ahl Al-Bayt
Beau Scurich® Associate Chaplain & Muslim Advisor at Middlebury College

The blessing of ahl al-bayt is felt in every time and in every place. Their
blessing fills this worldly life because of their steadfast commitment to
prophetic justice and ethics. Their commitment to these principles was such
that they were willing to give up their lives for their convictions. The blessing
of these pure ones manifests both in the seen and the unseen. This manuscript
examines the blessing of ahl al-bayt in the unseen. First, | will examine the
nature of blessing in the Islamic tradition, then proceed to connect the
understanding of blessing to the people of the house, and finally expound
upon how blessing perpetually manifests through them in every time and
place.

Keywords: Ahl Al-Bayt, blessing, Islamic tradition, prophetic justice

29 bscurich@middlebury.edu



Book of Abstracts International Conference ofl

Justice & Ethics|

TheRole of Legal Ethicsin Providing and Promoting Judicial
Justice (Along With Study of Ahl Al-Bayt (AS) Jurisprudence)
Dr. Mohammad Mahdi Meghdadi, PhD? Associate Professor at Mofid

University, Head of Private Law Department
Boshra Sadat Emami® Ph.D Student of Private Law at Mofid University

Providing judicial justice and fair trial is one of the most important
missions and priorities of any political system. Undoubtedly, legal
practitioners, including judges, lawyers and consultants are the basic elements
and most influential people in this regard; Those who are in charge of
resolving disputes, proper enforcement of laws, protection of individual and
social rights and securing judicial justice. Hence, judges and lawyers are the
agents of justice and more than anything they should be committed to ethics
and moral values of their profession, so that they can fulfill their great
responsibilities efficiently. Therefore, addressing legal and professional ethics
and institutionalizing them in legal practitioners is essential.

Legal Ethics have been paid attention to in the past century by bar
associations and law faculties all over the world, specifically in the United
States various regulations have been adopted such as “Model Rules of
Professional Conduct” or “Model Code of Judicial Conduct”. However it took
a long time to assemble and modify these codes and their scope and
enforcement vary in different states.

In Islam however, based on the teachings of Shia jurisprudence and the
valuable legacy of Ahl Al-Bayt (AS), judicial authorities and officials are
bound to follow specific moral principles —which could be referred to as
“Professional Ethics” — including: Care for dignity, honesty, commitment to
justice, respecting privacy and confidentiality, and guiding the ignorant.
Interestingly, in spite of the developments and progress made in western legal
systems so far, nothing like these valuable moral principles —with such
comprehensiveness and elegance- has yet been mentioned in any document.
So it is necessary to codify, and also plan to promote and institutionalize these
principles. In any case, one of the main defects of the judicial system in Iran is
caused by the lack of proper attention to practical ethics in judgment and trial;
Therefore this paper tries to elaborate the necessity of such development and
respect for legal ethics, and portray the examples and benefits of practical
legal ethics in ensuring social justice, based on Ahl Al-Bayt (AS)
jurisprudence.

Keywords: Legal Ethics, Respecting Dignity, Judicial Justice, Fair Trial,
Teachings of Ahl Al-Bayt (AS).
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Justice as the Base of Human Being’s Social and Moral
Life in Islamic Thought

Qodratullah Qorbani, Ph.D%® Associate Professor of Philosophy at  Kharazmi
University

Islam as the last Prophetic religion has introduced the Quran as the
infallible and revealed book that one of its main virtues is defining justice and
justly social and moral laws. Some virtues of the Quran’s teachings
concerning justice is their universality, Stability and comprehensiveness, that
is, they are applicable for al humansin al spaces and times. The Quran, first,
emphasizes that the goal of sending the divine Prophets is to establish justice
among people. This shows that human’s restricted intellects are not able to
completely establish justice without helping revealed origination. The Quran,
also, indicates that the whole system of being is ajust system, and that human
seeks justice innately and morally, and hates from oppression. Hence, the
Quran introduces many cases of justly dealings in political, cultural,
economic, socid, religious, individua and collective affaires. Some of the
Quranic teachings concerning justice are justly observing in worshiping,
seeing, speaking, and behavior with disbelievers, family, distribution of
economic wealth, judging and governing. The Quran considers all kinds of
justice as the universal and dominant divine tradition over human’s social and
moral life that taking care of them is led to mundane and spiritual happiness
and peace. This paper, by indicating that justice is of metaphysical, socia and
moral principles of Islam, tries to show its many aspects in the Quran, in
particular in human’s social and moral life.

Keywords: Justice, I1slam, the Quran, happiness, comprehensiveness,
morality.
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Palitical Theology of Islamicate Sovereignty: The Legal Form,
Concept, and Signatures of a Just Polity

Naveen Kanalu Ramamurthy® Phd student of South Asian History at the
University of California

The Political philosopher, Leo Strauss distinguishes the the “sacra doctrina” of
the Islamic way of life from the Christian idea of faith on the basis of figh or the
science of law asthe essence of life immanent to the created world. In
understanding Islamic ethical practices and their political meaning for living in
a just polity, how do we explain the profound role played by legal reasoning as
the central mechanism for being-together of humans? How does shari'a
regulate activities immanent to the created world such as politics, economics, and
governance? What values of justice originate from such a reasoning from the
perspective of political? How does the centrality of figh, the jurisprudential nature
of Islamic belief translate into a world of political vision for the possibility of a
just future? In my proposed paper, | argue that we can read premodern texts
from Persianate Mughal India such as Akhlag or “political ethics” as a discourse,
which produces ideas of justice to complement the ideal of the implementation
of shari'a to developa vision of madinah or “polity” that is harmonious, just,
and good. Re- reading works such as Akhlag-i muhsint and Akhlag-i ‘alam ara
from the Mughal seventeenth century, | wish to ask what notions of sovereignty
are generated in the ideathat the sovereign must be devoted to tadbir or
“governance” of economic and political life. In my paper, | wish to argue for the
sustained meaning of these political-ethical gestures in understanding the
relation between law as the framework of civic organization, and the acceptance
of the sahib-i namas or divine “law-giver” as the transcendental condition for the
existence of a just society, gives way to a conception of sovereignty under
the guidance of shari'a. How can these premodern ideas help us understand
the importance of law in general as a substitute to authority, power, and
domination as the markers of sovereignty?

Keywords: Political ethics, legal reasoning, just polity, sharia, figh,
Mughal period
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The Notion of walayah from Imam al-Ridha’s Perspective
Ghorban Elmi, PhD* Associate Professor of Comparative Religion and
Mysticism at University of Tehran

In the search for an understanding of Shiite identity in the earliest period
of Shiite history, few concepts are more important than that of walayah - a
term which may designate, at one and the same time, the nature of the
authority of the Shiite imam, the principle underlying the relationship of the
disciple to the Imam and the common bond between all persons who
considered themselves to be members of the shi’a of Imam Ali(a.s.). The
present paper attempts to reconstruct the view Shiites had of themselves- both
as individual believers and as a believing community-from the origins of the
Shiite movement. This study is concerned to analyze the ways in which the
boundaries of the Shiite community were determined and the nature of Shiite
identity was conceived. Its main source can be the canonica Imamite hadith
literature, and in particular. One of the crucial Islamic sources that can have
an important role in this study is sayings of infalible Imams. One of these
leading Imams is Imam a-Ridha, who has occupied an important position in
Muslim culture and history. This paper studies the concept of walayah from
his perspective. In doing so, it will refer to his sayings. The findings of this
research show that the meaning of walayah derives from the root w-I-y. There
is a particular connection between walayah and the figure of Ali b. Abi Talib
in the event of Ghadir Khumm. The usage of walayah and wilayah show their
connection to the issue of authority over the Muslim community.

Keywords: Shi’ism, walayah, infallible Imams, Imam al-Ridha, ISlam

24gelmi@ut.ac.ir



Book of Abstracts International Conference ofl

Justice & Ethics|

Conditionsfor a Good World: The Concept of Comprehensive
Justice by Abu al-Hasan al-M awar di (972 — 1058)
Abbas Poya, PhD? Head of the research group "Norms, Normativity and Norm
Changes I", Department of Islamic Religious Studies, University of Erlangen-
Nuremberg

In the internal debates of Islamic Theology, justice was usually
understood as a divine concept. Justice was rarely conceived of as a matter of
worldly and social significance. A notable exception, however, is the work of
the jurist and political philosopher Abl al-Hasan al-Mawardt (972-1058). He
does not discuss justice within the standard theological or juridical
frameworks, but as a worldly (dunyawt) and comprehensive (shamil) matter
that is essential for managing the rules of social interaction and the
functioning of society. This paper will present al-Mawardr's concept of

comprehensive justice (al-adl al shamil), as introduced by himself in his

ethical work, Adab al-dunya wa al-din (The Ethics of Religion and of this
World). The paper will further answer the question, to what extent his concept
of justice was influenced by Mu'tazili thinking.

Keywords: Islamic theology, justice, al-Mawardi, al-adl al shamil,
Mu'tazilites
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Negotiating the Way from Ethics to Justice in Emmanuel
Levinas’s Ethical Thought

Mahdi Teimouri, PhD? Instructor in English Literature at Khayyam University

Emmanuel Levinas’s ethical philosophy is unique in its reconfiguration of
the question of ethics as a purely asymmetrical interpersona relationship.
Asymmetrical in the sense that it is not an I-Thou relationship of mutual
recognition and respect. At the individual level, Levinas’s innovative outlook
is a breskaway from the prevalent conventional conception of ethica
relationship which is premised on reciprocity. However, on a larger scale,
Levinas’s definition of philosophy as wisdom of love rather than love of
wisdom entails the examination of the history of philosophy in a critically
revisionary light. For Levinas, ontological concerns have been in the spotlight
of philosophy so much so that ethics has been considered as a derivative or
tainted by ontology and epistemology. In defiance of such a tendency,
Levinas describes ethics as first philosophy which means that ethical actions
are characterized by antecedency. Simply speaking, genuine ethical actions
should not be affected by calculation, reciprocation or comprehensibility.
Before one can think, before one can have cognizance of the other one is
confronted by ethics, in other words, ethics precedes every form of systematic
thinking. Structurally speaking, systems are products of human thought. We
need them because they give order and shape to an otherwise chaotic world.
Systems are thus definitive, prescriptive, delineative and at the same time
restrictive. Every system precedes the individua productions and utterances
of that system. A system of morality contains moral principles and injunctions
instructing individuals on how to behave in different situations. Levinas’s
ethical thought debunks mordlity in its prescriptive form on the grounds that
no moral system can be exhaustive and comprehensive enough to exempt
anyone from their ethical responsibility vis-a-vis the other. Ethicsis ultimately
a persona matter and the transition from ethics (a persona concern) to justice
(a socia concern) is a complicated process. This paper aims to address this
transition in the philosophy of Levinas. | would examine the process through
which Levinas negotiates his way from ethics to justice.

Keywords: Levinas, asymmetry, ethics, justice, ontology, morality
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The Rule of Law in Islam and across Civilizations — Towards
Increased Dialogue of a Contested Concept

David Mednicoff, PhD? Assistant Professor of Public Policy at University of
Massachusetts

Considering that the rule of law is among the major global political ideals
today, the amount of specific knowledge is surprisingly limited about what it
means in detail, and how it can best serve justice, political stability or social
growth. Indeed, the concept has been used in recent decades without a lot of
definitional clarity, or bringing together a variety of meanings that are not
necessarily compatible. Most academic research on the rule of law derives
from Western experience, where the emphasis is on the centrality of court
cases and judicial review. Yet the role of judges remains rather constrained in
many societies, and, even where it’s important, depends on a broader range of
legal actors to function effectively. Islam is permeated with ideas of justice,
and the rule of law is so central to Islamic history and values that shari’a
could well mean “the rule of law,” among other things. Nonetheless, much
academic and political discourse around the rule of law tends not to draw on
Islamic traditions of justice or legal values, with the result that specific policy
discussions around the rule of law, such is in the sphere of human rights,
frequently assume that Islamic and other articulations of the rule of law are
incompatible. This paper draws on three years of novel primary research on
the meanings of the rule. conducted in several Sunni Muslim-majority nations
to think in a more nuanced manner about overlaps, and possible points of
tension, in the rule of law in Islamic and non-Islamic global contexts. The data
I collected, in particular, shows that law students and rule-of-law practitioners
think of both justice and Islam as central aspects of the rule of law, and
understand their legal values around justness and a fair society in ways that
link to international legal norms. Thus, the paper deploys original, empirical
data on diverse meanings of the rule of law in several Muslim societies to
clarify specific ways that justice and ethics around a just polity overlap with
key ideals of contemporary international law. The paper develops broader
ideas around how the global rule of law can better blend Islamic and non-
Islamic articulations of ideals, and perspectives. My main interest in
presenting at this conference is to learn how established ideals of justice and
law from Twelver Shi’a tradition link to the unique findings | have from my
research on how justice and law is understood by legal practitioners in several
important Sunni societies.

Keywords: Rule of law, Islam, justice, just polity, Muslim societies
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Utilising Muslim Scholar ship in the West: Overcoming
Orientalism in the Academy and Academic I mperialism
Leon Moosavi, PhD? Director of the University of Liverpool in Singapore and
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Sociology, Socid Policy and
Criminology

The social sciences and humanities as they are taught in Western
universities are predominantly comprised of Western scholarship. It has been
known for a long time that a Westerncentric bias exists in amost all
disciplines which has disadvantaged scholarship produced by Muslim thinkers
in particular for centuries. This is concerning because universities are often
imagined as places of justice and ethical conduct, but in reality, it may be the
case that our institutions are involved in epistemic violence by marginalising
non-Western figures from our teaching and research. In this paper, | will argue
that even though Western academics imagine ourselves to be enlightened and
open-minded, we regularly overlook the scholarship that is produced outside
of the West which is unfortunate because there are many lessons to learn from
non-Western intellectuals and leaders throughout the ages. In particular,
important Muslim figures throughout history have been ignored because of an
underlying Islamophobia that has wrongly imagined Muslims from the Middle
East, Africaor Asiaas having little original or meaningful ideas to offer. Asa
non-theologian and a non-expert in the Ahl ul Bayt, in this paper | will ask
whether lessons can be learnt from Islam's holy Prophet and his respected
progeny for the social sciences by way of drawing upon concepts or ideas that
they introduced that may be helpful for understanding some of the trends and
patterns that characterise the contemporary globa order. This sort of
exploration is rarely undertaken by Western academics which is regretable
given that many millions of people around the world look up to such iminent
figures as some of the most inspirational and important figures to have ever
explained social processes.

Keywords: Orientdism, academy, academic imperiaism, western
academia, ethics of knowledge
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TheFirst Commandment and Christology
Odeh Muhawesh, PhD* Adjunct Professor of Theology at University of St.
Thomas

The Ten Commandments form the basis of moral law in Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam. All three religions agree that the first and greatest
commandment is the call to believe in one god and not take any others besides
him. The main theme of the Quran is monotheism. All Surahs of the Quran
stress the importance of believing in one God and make clear that moral
deviation and torment stem from violating this commandment. The command
to worship only Allah is what Jesus also refers to in Mathew 22:37-38, for
loving the Lord God with all of one’s heart, soul, and mind is how Muslims
define worship to be. Therefore, Muslims and Christians can rely on this
commandment to collaborate on building peaceful and just societies.
However, Muslims and Christians differ on whether the Trinity and
Christology teachings violate this commandment. While Christians believe the
Trinity to adhere to the monotheistic creed, Muslims consider the Trinity a
flagrant violation of the Oneness of God. In fact, the verse 4:171 of the Quran
directly addresses the Trinity and rejects its teachings. Upon examining
Jesus’s statements in the Bible, Muslims and Christians can come to an
agreement on what Jesus truly taught about the First Commandment and his
role as the Messiah. In an encounter with Jesus as narrated by Mathew, Jesus
differentiates between himself and God, “Why do you call Me good? No one
is good but One, that is, God,” (Matthew 19:17). Jesus’ objection to being
called “Good” contradicts many statements accorded to him in the Bible
where he clearly taught of his holiness and noble character. Research into the
original words attributed to Jesus by Mathew reveals that the English version
of this verse is incorrectly translated. Some scholars translate this directly
from Aramaic as: “Benevolent educator”. This translation is also problematic
since Jesus and many others are benevolent. Therefore, one can conclude that
the term meant something which Jesus knew could only be attributed to the
Devine. Furthermore, Christians point to certain biblical verses as evidence of
high Christology. Examining those verses could support the Muslim view thus
forming a basis of a new insight of what the Bible says about Jesus, and could
reveal a fresh insight that conforms to the teachings and integrity of the First
Commandment. This paper examines the Muslim view of the monotheistic
creed and compares it to Jesus’ biblical statements. The author concludes that
Muslim and Christian theologians can use this debate as the foundation for
serious dialogue.

Keywords: Islam, Christianity, commandments, monotheism, trinity,
interfaith, dialogue
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The Question of Ethicsin the Arab Uprising
Emad Shahin, PhD*® Hasib Sabbagh Distinguished Visiting Chair of Arabic
and Islamic Studies

The paper focuses on the question of ethicsin the Arab uprisings and its
diverse articulations. The Arab uprisings are viewed as political upheavals
that aimed to achieved political and or socio/economic objectives. Despite the
different trgjectories of these uprisings, as some managed to come to power,
some failed, and others turned into civil wars, the uprisings embodied clear
ethical components. These were manifested in the demands that the pro-
change forces raised and in the slogans they raised. The ethical dimension of
the popular uprisings is clearly under-examined. The paper while analyzing
the philosophical articulations of certain Muslim intellectuals regarding the
ethica dimensions of the uprising, it will address several specific questions:
why have the pro-change forces raised certain ethical values, was there a clear
process of building clear connections between these values and their
applications, have these values been ingtilled in anew socia culture, what was
the role of regiona and international actors in supporting or undermining
these values.

Keywords: Ethics, Arab uprisings, ethical values, social culture
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Bioethicsand the Principle
of Good Deed from a Shia Per spective
Shirin Garmaroudi Naef, PhDY Associate researcher at the Department of
Social Anthropology and Cultural Studies, University of Zurich

The present paper explores the merit of “good deed” (amr-e kheir) in the
contexts of donation and charity from the perspective of Shia jurisprudence
(figh) and ethics (akhlag) and reiterates its importance in the field of
bioethical issues and practice, particularly with regard to the use of human
bodily materials and reproductive donation. The rapid developments that have
occurred in medical sciences and biotechnologies not only have brought great
accomplishments in healthcare and treatment; they have also brought forth
challenges and different moral contradictions that have stirred controversies in
bioethics. One of the main ethical challenges focuses on the commodification
of body’s parts and persons. This paper tries to offer a Shia theological
perspective to tackle these ethical challenges by drawing on concepts such as
ojrat (“remuneration”), naz (“offering”) and savab (“reward”), and
emphasizing the importance of the charitable act itself. From a theoretical
point of view, this paper has made an attempt to contribute to the global
bioethical discourse by providing some moral principles of the Shia
jurisprudence and ethics

Keywords: Bioethics, good deed, Shia jurisprudence, ethics
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Beyond Nonviolenceto Courageous Courtship
John Fairfield, PhD® Research Fellow at Eastern Mennonite University

It is argued that for international conflict, and for many conflict situations
within a nation, both coercion and evasion should be abandoned in favor of a
new alternative tactic dubbed courageous courtship. By coercion is
understood violence or any other form of dominant control or forcing the
enemy against their will, including many methods often described as
"nonviolent" such as economic sanctions, majority rule, and the rule of law.
By evasion is understood appeasement, deception, self-exile, or any attempt to
run away, cover up one's needs, or hide from the aggressor. To respond to the
obvious objection ("If you can use neither coercion nor evasion, won't your
enemy just wipe you out?') the paper discusses the expected relative
performances of courageous courtship, coercion and evasion relative to
accomplishing a desired goal: a just society. A just society is characterized as
being a confrontational communion, implying a deep social commitment
whereby no party attempts to evade conflict, and no party attempts to control
or coerce others-no one exercises control of the socia situation. There is
respectful longstanding healthy opposition between parties that see the world
differently and come to different moral and ethical conclusions. No party
evades conflict, and no party coerces others. The parties commitment to
renounce control provides safety for negotiation. Within a confrontational
communion, justice is the practical experience that negotiation with one's
opponent produces positive results. The epistemological claim is made that
knowledge can only grow through the friction and tension arising from
conflicting points of view within a confrontationa communion. A
confrontational communion is a mutual (multilateral) commitment, but
courageous courtship is a toolbox of unilateral moves designed to induce an
enemy into confrontational communion. Historical examples of the use of
courageous courtship are described, and criteria for deciding when to use
courageous courtship, and when to trust to coercion or evasion, are given.

Keywords: courageous courtship, dominant control, violence,
confrontational communion
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The Mazalim Court asa Forum for Justice
Jonathan Brown, PhD* Associate Professor and Prince Alwaleed bin Tala
Chair of Ilamic Civilization at Georgetown University

Though it seems to have been adopted from pre-isamic Persian tradition,
the mazalim court became a regular feature in states in Islamic civilization
from the early Abbasid period onward. This paper will explore how the
mazalim court was used to resolve some of the problems and tensions around
law and justice within the Shariah tradition.

Keywords: Mazalim court, Ilamic civilization, Shariah tradition, justice
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Contemporary Muslim Male Reformist |jtihad and Gender
Equality Affirmative I nter pretations of Ilam

Adis Duderija, PhD* Lecturer in Islam and Society, in the School of
Humanities, Languages and Socia Science at Griffith University

A number of recently published studies by reformist minded
Muslim male scholars have both questioned the normative nature of and
emphasized the need to rethink some of the fundamental assumptions and
interpretational models governing traditional Islamic legal theories and ethics.
As part of this process they have strongly expressed the need to develop novel
Islamic hermeneutics. One major element in this emergence of novel Islamic
hermeneutics is the production of an increased number of what | term "gender
equality affirmative scholarship on Islam" by these reformist- minded Muslim
male scholars. This article examines the arguments employed by three
prominent contemporary Muslim male reformist scholars, both Sh1'T and
Sunni, in developing gender equality affirmative interpretations of Islam.
They include Nasr Abu Zayd, Mohsen Kadivar, and Khaled Abou El Fadl.

Keywords: Reformist ijtihad, Islamic hermeneutics, gender equality, Nasr
Abu Zayd, Mohsen Kadivar, Khaled Abou El Fadl
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Notions of Authority in early Isamic Texts
Bashir Saade, PhD® Lecturer in Religion & Politics, Department of Literature
and Languages, University of Stirling

In his “Views of the People of the Virtuous City” Al-Farabi develops a
theory of Imamate rule and the possibility of ideal community. Through a
discussion of notion of authority and virtue, al-Farabi develops a theory of
Imamate that shows a continuity between Platonic thought, the rule of the
philosopher king and Muslim traditions. But more importantly al-Farabi’s
thought has been a foundation of political philosophy in the Islamic tradition,
especially Shi’i, as it theories the relation between politics and religion while
being in continuity with the Greek scholastic tradition. Yet this stands in
contrast with later Western rediscovery of Greek philosophy that involves a
re-reading of these texts to suit timely concerns, crucial to this for example is
the separation between the political and the religious and the equating of
reason with some “secular” sensitivity. This paper will analyze these notions
through a new reading of al-Farabi’s text as well as a few other of his
contemporary writers and in light of modern political theory.

Keywords: Al-Farabi, Imamate rule, political philosophy, modern
political theory

13 bashir.saade@stir.ac.uk



iBook of Abstracts International Conference of
| Justice & Ethics

Imam Reza and Ilamic Unity: the Intra-faith Language of the
New Shrine Custodian
Mahdi Hasanzadeh, PhD** Associate Professor of Comparative Religion and
Mysticism at Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
Rasool Akbari? PhD Student of Comparative Religion and Mysticism at
Ferdows University of Mashhad

Religious language aims not only to portray the world (in a model of
fashion) but most particularly to create and recreate the world (in a model for
manner). It has been suggested that this task is carried out when religious
language provides the ultimate explanation and the ultimate authority for the
state of the world and employs the effective power of its words to not merely
inform but also transform, to establish and perpetuate moods and motivations
in human beings which can effectively influence their ‘thought, action, and
organization’. Informed by a number of anthropological viewpoints on the
interplay between religion and language, the present study looks into the intra-
faith discourse of Islamic Unity as represented in the religious language of the
new custodian for Imam Reza Shrine. The paper examines selected lectures
delivered by the custodian in the thematic domains of Islamic Unity and Intra-
faith Relations. Then, the religious terminology, symbolism, and references
adopted are investigated, especialy on the basis of narrations quoted from
Imam Reza and the interpretations given for hisinter- and intra-faith relations.
The study also aims to discover how the application of religious language by
the custodian can be a reproduction of notions in Shi‘ite political thought and
the ideology of the Idamic Revolution, as two major culturaly and
situationally relevant conditions. Moreover, the significance of intended
illocutionary and prelocutionary effects are assessed in the body of the
lectures under study. Finaly, it is suggested that the custodian considers the
Imam as a modéd for the creation of a unified community (ummah) in the face
of a prevailing disintegrated and dispersed state in the Islamic World. In
conclusion, drawing upon the existing literature, it can be discussed that the
intra-faith language of the new shrine custodian tends to provide a model or
paradigm for contemporary Muslim dynamism and seeks ‘to influence and
control’ not only the other members of the faith, but also the “cultural system’
itself — especialy through the reproduction of meaning.

Keywords: Imam Reza, Islamic Unity, religious language, Shi‘ite Islam,
cultural system
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Muslims and Catholics:
Sharing Stories, Building Bridges
Mary Tamara Sonn, PhD*® Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani Professor in the
History of Islam at Georgetown University

It is no secret that thereis a great deal of anti-Musim prejudice in the U.S.
It has been raising since 9/11 and spiked during the 2016 presidential
campaign. The result of that election do not bode well for its cessation in the
near future. But fear of the religious "other" is nothing new in America. The
above quotation is not about Musdlims. It was written about Catholic in
America -in the 19th century: the "unwashed" Irish, Poles, Germans,
Lithuanians, Slovanians and Italians. The anti-religion, thought, speech and
assembly, all of which had been condemned by the Vatican. They believed,
therefore, that Catholics were a danger to America. But the Catholic church
has come a long way since the 19th century. Since the 1960s it has officialy
supported democracy and civil right, including religious freedom. The church
has also officialy supported inter-religious dialogue. In the contemporary era,
the Vatican has led the world in fostering inter-faith understanding and
solidarity. That is the topic of my presentation. | will first, describe the
development of the Catholic position on interfaith relations, and then focus
specificaly on Catholic-Muslim réelation. | will conclude with a discussion of
American Catholics, sensitivity to the scourge of Islamophobia, describing the
work of The Bridge Initiative at Georgetown University, an innovative project
designed to monitor and counter anti-1slamic propaganda on the Internet.

Keywords: Muslims, Catholics, |slamophobia, Catholic-Muslim relation
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Justice and Ethics as Totipotent Emer gent Properties:
A Critical Rationalist Perspective
Ali Paya, PhD® Senior Visiting Research Fellow at University of Westminster

Muslim scholars, since the 9" H/15" CE century, have produced a variety
of theoretical systems to deal with complex conceptions of ethics and justice.
These systems, which can be categorised under diverse titles such as
‘scriptural’, ‘theological’, ‘religious’, and ‘philosophical’ (in the case of
ethical theories), and “political’, ‘legal’, ‘ethical’, ‘social’, ‘theological’, and
‘philosophical’ (in the case of models of justice), all emphasise their
compatibility with Islamic teachings. Each of the above theories claim that
their approach receives support from the letter and/or the spirit of the Quran
and the tradition of the Prophet Mohammad and the Shi‘i Imams (in the case
of the Shi‘i Islam). One of the objectives of the present paper is to show that
the above theories/systems suffer from serious
methodological/epistemological  shortcomings. For example, they al
subscribe to ‘justificationist’ epistemological approaches and all maintain that
their principal tenets are derived, or at least are derivable, from the Quran and
the Sunnah. As aresult of these shortcomings, | shall argue, the conception of
justice and the (second-order) understanding of ethics, as promoted by the
above theories, are defective. | use my critical assessment of the theories of
ethics and justice developed by Muslim scholars as a prop to discuss the main
objective of the paper, namely, to introduce a critical rationalist perspective
which regards justice and ethics as totipotent emergent properties. According
to this perspective, principles of justice and morality are part of what realist
philosophers regard as ‘reality’; Human beings’ interaction with reality, in the
context of their collective activities in the social arena, paves the way for the
‘emergence’ of various aspects of the principles of justice and morality:
people learn more about these principles and their rich potentias and
capacities as they accumulate more societal and communal experiences. The
upshot of the arguments of the paper is that the proposed perspective captures
more effectively, in comparison to the existing theories of justice and ethics
introduced by Muslim scholars, the universal aspirations of the ideals of
justice and morality in modern times.

Keywords: Justice, ethics, critical rationalism, totipotent properties,
justificationism
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Peace and Justicein Islam
Liyakat Takim, PhD® Professor and Chair in Global Islam at McMaster
University

This paper will examine some of the salient principles that undergird the
establishment of a just social order. It will initially discuss how reason rather
than revelation determines the necessity of a just social order. Based on
Qur’anic principles and the Prophet’s and Imams’ examples of social justice
and human rights, the paper will elucidate how to personify these traits in our
contemporary socio-political milieu. The paper will also discuss the ethical
foundations of Islamic juridical tradition and demonstrate how Muslim jurists
have invoked the moral ethos of the Qur’an. In the course of their discussion,
they have highlighted the moral values that must undergird contemporary
Islamic jurisprudence. My study will also examine the ethical and moral
principles of the Qur’an that help create a just social order and cite examples
from the Prophet and Imams on their concretization of the twin principles of
adl and ihsan. It will argue that the basis of such an ethical structure has to be
the equal and inalienable rights of all human beings and that God’s laws
cannot contravene the basic ethical precepts that He has ingrained in the
conscience of all human beings.

Keywords: Justice, Quran, Prophet, Imams, ethics
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A justice-orientated ‘liberal inclusivism’; Mirza Qummi on the
soteriological implications of false belief in matter s of
fundamental doctrine
Ali-Reza Bhojani, PhD’ Post-doctora Fellow, Al-Mahdi Institute

The vast mgjority of scholars of Islamic lega theory, from across the
diversity of denominational schools and affiliations, have held that the correct
understanding (musib) in matters of fundamental doctrina beliefs (ustl al-
din) can be only one. Views of legal theorists regarding the status of those not
attaining such correct understanding, be they Muslim or non-Muslim, are
important elements in Islamic soteriology regarding ‘the other’ as well as
holding implications for intra and inter faith dynamics within this life. This
paper will examine the views of 18" century Shi ‘T scholar Mirza Abu al-
Qasim Qummi and his apparent efforts to endorse, justify and even extend the
opinion attributed to the 3 century Amr ibn Bahr a-Jahiz. Although Mirza
Qummi does not deny that ‘the correct’ position in matters of fundamental
doctrine is only one, he does argue against considering one who isincorrect as
sinful (athim), subject to divine retribution (mu‘adhdhab) and an unbeliever
(kafir) if their false doctrinal understanding is not out of of obstinacy in the
face of disclosed truth nor resulting from any willful negligence in efforts to
understand the truth. Mirza Qummi’s position, which engages with the typical
arguments cited in the debate, can be seen as an implication of some of his
own landmark epistemic and theological presuppositions. The case of Mirza
Qummi will demonstrate that Islamic soteriological inclusivism can move
beyond what Khalil describes as ‘limited’ to ‘liberal” not only through
reference to Muslim visions of God’s Mercy but also in light of His Justice.

Keywords: Libera inclusivism, Mirza Qummi, Amr ibn Bahr a-Jahiz,
Islamic soteriology
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Hermeneutic Elements in the Methodology of Shi‘i Ijtihad:
the Spirit of the Book, the Taste and purpose of Shari’a
Jafar Morvarid, PhD® Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Islamic Theology,
Faculty of Theology, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

In this paper, three concepts including soul, the taste of religion and the
purposes of religion would be discussed. Based on the words of jurists and
Usulists (Shi‘i Rational Methodology of jurisprudence), | show that although
these three concepts are fundamental in understanding the religious texts, they
do not follow common methods (literal and logical inference). Thus, it seems
probable that making use of hermeneutic methods (and hermeneutical turn)
can help understand the three above concepts. This is only a brief draft and it
does not claim a solid proposition. The meaning of hermeneutics, which is
mentioned here is not the conventional meaning of hermeneutics (like those of
Schleiermacher/Heidegger /Gadamer). Rather, it is an illumination of this
framework, the core of which is the idea of the hermeneutical turn. As a
result, my aim here is a dialogue between the disciplines of understanding a
religious text among Usuli scholars, and the legacy of hermeneutic
approaches. This does not mean the approaches of Usulis is a kind of
hermeneutic approach in its strictest sense. Based on the discussions of the
Usulis on soul, taste and the purpose of religion, | would try to show the
possibilities for such a dialogue.

Keywords: Hermeneutics, religious text, Shi‘i ijtihad, jurisprudence,
justice, hermeneutical turn
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Dignity, sacrednessand justice
Global perspectives
Jochen Schmidt® Professor of Systematic Theology at Paderborn University

In our plura world, human dignity is often seen as a yardstick for global
ethics, and prominent scholars like John Rawls have framed their
understanding of justice in a concept of human dignity. Secular liberalism has
insisted that dignity is to be conceived of as a purely secular concept.
Theological voices have pointed to religious roots and/or dimensions of
modern notions of dignity. The term sacred appears to occupy a space in
between, since notions of the sacred have proven to continue to resonate even
in those spheres of culture that can rightly be described as secularised. The
paper will argue that the concept of sacred can build bridges between secular
and religious conceptions of the ultimate foundation of ethics.

Keywords: human dignity, global ethics, sacredness, justice
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Islamic Human Rights Skepticism
Hajj Muhammad L egenhausen, PhD* Professor of Philosophy at University
of Qom

Muslims have proven themselves to be sensitive to the charge that ISlam is
incompatible with human rights. Issues pertaining to the content and
foundations of human rights have been the focus of attention of a number of
Iranian scholars who have sought to elaborate a concept of human rightsin the
light of the teachings of the Ahl a-Bayt (‘). Despite the valuable work that
has been done in this area, writers on human rights in Islam have largely
ignored the various forms of human rights skepticism that have accompanied
the development of the concept of human rights internationally. Here | outline
the main forms that human rights skepticism has taken in the West. By
reviewing the various kinds of skepticism about human rights, it is possible to
develop concepts of human rights that differ in important ways from those
that dominate the current discussions of human rights in Iran. | tentatively
conclude that athough various forms of human rights skepticism are
consistent with Islamic teachings, and the teachings of the Ahl a-Bayt in
particular, this does not imply that Muslims, in general, or the Shi‘ah, in
particular, should be opposed to human rights.

Keywords: Human rights, Islam, Ahl al-Bayt, human rights skepticism
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Faith and the Unseen Between the
Imams’ Hadith and the Bible
Andrew J Newman, PhD® Professor of Idamic Studies and Persian at the
University of Edinburgh

This paper will first reprise our views of the question of the authenticity of
the hadith, as discussed in our The Formative Period of Shi’i Law: Hadith as
Discourse Between Qum and Baghdad (Richmond, 2000). The paper will
then move to discuss the question of faith in the unseen in the Biblical
tradition, taking as the starting point the letter to the Hebrews. The context of
this letter will be first be discussed. Then we will focus on chapter 11,
wherein the author first defines faith as ‘confidence in what we hope for and
assurance about what we do not see (New International Version)’ and then
notes that such faith can be seen at work among key, named Old Testament
figures — ranging from Abel through Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Sarah, Joseph and Moses - and that they were commended for such faith
although ‘none of them received what had been promised’. The second part of
the paper will then turn to the Imams’ hadith especially as these are found in
the collections thereof assembled by Muhammad b. Ali a-Qummi (d.
380/991-2), known as a-Shaykh al-Sadug, |bn Babuya or Ibn Babawayh.The
context in which Ibn Babawayh put together his collections, the onset of al-
Ghayba, will first be addressed and compared to that in which the author of
the letter to the Hebrews found himself centuries earlier. In this regard,
particular attention will be given to his Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Nima fi
Ithbat al-Ghayba wa Kashf al-Hayra. As discussed in our Twelver Shiism:
Unity and Diversity in the Life of Iam, 632 to 1722 (Edinburgh, 2013), in
this work 1bn Babawayh both very well describes that context (al-Hayra) and
then goes on to cite, among many others, traditions from the Imams which
address the latter. Among these are traditions that, also, call believers to faith
in something that is not immediately tangible.

Keywords: Faith, Bible, Imams’ Hadith, al-Shaykh al-Saduq
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Ethics of Dialogue and Coexistence: How Musdlim Pluralists and
the Bridge I nitiative Promote Religious Pluralism and
Coexistence?
John L. Esposito, PhD? Professor of Islamic Studies at Georgetown University

Religious tolerance, coexistence, pluralism and civil liberties today remain
fragile both in Muslim and Western countries. The exponential increase of
Islamophobia in the West, and the rise of far right political parties with anti-
immigrant and anti-Muslim agendas in Europe and America is at an all time
high. At the same time the plight of religious minorities, who are marginalized
or under siege in some Muslim countries, underscore the critical need to
restore the ethical and moral codes provided by religion as the foundation for
developing universal principles upon which to build a more just society. In
recent years, Muslim scholars from Egypt to Indonesia advocated a religious
pluralism that is critical for coexistence and cooperation based on mutual
understanding and respect. At the same time, The Bridge Initiative: Protecting
Pluralism — Ending Islamophobia at Georgetown University’s Center for
Muslim-Christian Understanding has brought together Muslim and Christian
scholars and researchers who have documented and addressed the impact of
Islamophobia in the US and Europe. At the same time, we have interacted
with policymakers, religious leaders and the media in promoting new
alternative narratives that enhance mutual understanding and respect.

Keywords: Religious pluralism, Muslim pluralists, Islamophobia,
religious minorities
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only the symbol of human conscience; but he was aso the embodiment of
divine mercy and justice. This paper will undertake to highlight the method

adopted by Imam Reza to preserve the sense of human dignity which
functioned as the main criterion for demanding social justice in society.

Keywords: Justice, ethics, Imam Reza, human dignity
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JUSTICE AND ETHICS: THE MAJOR CONTRIBUTION
OF IMAM REZA
Abdulaziz Sachedina, PhD* Professor and IIIT Chair in Isamic Studies at
George Mason University

Humanity, throughout its history has struggled to uphold justice and
regulate human conduct through teaching of ethics. Ethics has functioned as a
major source of interpersonal relationships in al areas of human activity.
More pertinently, ethics has functioned as the magor source of divine
endowment in human nature and constitution. The Qur'an declares in no
uncertain terms that God has inspired humanity with conscious awareness that
evaluates all human acts in terms of their being right or wrong. It is not an
exaggeration to assert that the Qur'anic worldview is built around human
ability to be morally perfected and to perfect the environment with a keen
sense of right and wrong to reflect God's deputyship on earth. The mission of
the Prophet Muhammad is summed up in a declaration that describes the
purpose of his Prophethood as "perfecting the human morals by [teaching
them] to adorn their lives with virtues." The Prophet left two sources of
eternal guidance for his community: the Book of God, and His Progeny, the
Ahlul-Bayt." Contemporary Muslim communities around the globe are
endeavoring to rediscover the original mission of the Prophet for the world.
The core value that seems to have been misplaced today is "justice” (‘adala),
which is intertwined with the moral philosophy of doing the right and
shunning the wrong. "Justice" is not an empty slogan for Islam. It promises
the well-being of the entire humanity. Today humanity is in crisis because
behind the claim to absolute power by the most powerful there lurks a chain
of injustices that generates fresh calls and cries for redressing the wrongs
committed by the corrupt powerful. It is not only wealth that is at the service
of the powerful to abuse the downtrodden; today it is also the cyberspace that
has been invaded by the technically most advanced to further their corrupt
interests. Islamic history reveas without a shadow of doubt that the Ahlul-
Bayt, the rightful leaders of the community, were not only committed to
uphold the truth of justice through the Qur'an and the Surma; they also made
great sacrifices to preserve the sense of fair treatment and distributive justice
among people, doing away with discrimination and al kinds of racia and
creedal dehumanization. Imam Reza, the eighth Imam in the line of the Ahlul-
Bayt lived at the time when Islamic teachings about the right leadership were
being ignored. The fact was that it was the rightful Imam who remained not
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